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Laser Pacific Masters

Two South Australians, Franz
Lintt and Sean Homan, at-
tended this
Masters at the Royal Queen-
sland Yacht Squadron (RQYS)
Manly Brisbane.

Sean and Franz at Laser Pacific Masters

The RQYS is a great venue
with large lawn areas for rig-
ging and easy launching. The
waters in Moreton Bay are
relatively warm and pro-
tected. Tides can be challeng-
ing in that the nearby islands
can distort the direction and
velocity of flow.

This is the fourth year the

series has been held at the
RQYS with a record 86 en-
trants including about 10 New

Zealand entries as well as
entrants from all States and

Territories. The fleet was
comprised of 38 Full Rigs and

46 Radials and the event was

held over 4 days between the

17™ and 20 ™ of July, with 2
races scheduled per day.

There were no SA entrants in
the radial rigs, however, for-
mer Adelaide Sailing Club
Laser sailors Greg and Jan
Kemp both sailed well, Jan
finishing 4 ™ over -all and Greg
12",

yea

Both fleets had a high calibre
of entrants including a large
nuinber oP afarmef inwster
world champions, including
but not limited to Kerry
Waraker, Christene Bridge,
Lyndall Patterson and Greg
Adams in the Radial Fleet and
Mark Bethwaite in the Full
Rigs who took out the Full Rig
Event. The radial fleet first
place was taken out by Ap-
prentice Master Danny Fuller
which was a good result con-
sidering Danny sailed the first
race without a bung in the
back of the boat. When he
finally made it to shore his
Laser was barely afloat. In
the radial fleet the girls fea-

Greg and Jan Kemp

tured well with 5 of the top
10 places being women.

Whilst the weather was great
the wind was very light (4 to
8kn) for the whole series. The
first day of sailing was very
challenging on the start line
with the tide pulling the fleet
over and most of the fleet
wanting to be at the start
boat end. After 3 attempts of
getting the full rig fleet away
the black flag finally emerged
and was presented at virtu-
ally every start for the rest of
the series. Unfortunately, due

v

to the delays in getting the
full rig fleet away the radial

fleet did not get their second

race in on the first day. For
the rest of the series it was
an llam start for the radial

fleet, and 1hr before the full

rig start, and 10am on the

final day. The full rig fleet
were fortunate enough not to

be sent out on the final day
as all racing was eventually
abandoned due to lack of
wind.

The local boys were not dis-
graced with Franz Lintl finish-
ing just out of the top 10 in
11" place and Sean Homan in
16" place. Both Franz and
Sean had some good results
with Franzds result
a3%and 4™ place and Sean a
7" and 10™. Sean would
probably have preferred an-
other 10 or 15 knots of wind.
For a full break down of the
results refer to RQYC web site
results page.

Radial Fleet Returning After Racing

For those sailors needing a
break from the winter blues
the Pacific Masters is a good
excuse to head for warmer
waters.
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A very close replica of what was on
view for sailors at Frostbite 2009
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Victor Harbour Frostbite

Victor Harbour provided a
spectacular backdrop for the
2009 SA Laser "Frosthite"
Regatta, held over the June
Long Weekend. A small but
dedicated bunch of sailors
trekked down from Adelaide
to enjoy close short
sailing on a cold and wet
* weekend on the Fleurieu Pen-
insula.

Five races were held on Satur-
day in light Northerly breezes.
The highlight for the day had
nothing to do with sailing, as
a HUGE southern right whale
began a spectacular display f
breaching only a few hundred
metres off the course. Com-
petitors forgot about racing
t h efor brief period as they took in
the awesome sight.

AThis is

biggest female .
In the Full Rigs the lead was

battled out between Todd
Hughes and Andrew Darcey,
with Sean Homan, Jason Flak
and Rob Human all having
their time near the front as
well. Andrew Darcey had the
better of the day, consistently
finding pressure up and down-
wind to win four of the five
races, with Todd Hughes tak-
ing the other victory in race 3
when the wind picked up mo-
mentarily. The Radials saw
1l as STayrgjr Neighbour dominate
the morning and Sarah Pater-
son the afternoon, although
Taylor was the more consis-
tent sailor on the day, leading
overnight. Mitchell Lowe had
a great day as well, with four
2nds and a 3rd. Taryn

and junior
participation SALA
has seen in a long
time and is
encouraging for
the future growth

he

of t

-course

Thompson showed improved
boat handling skills to get two

podium finishes for the day.

Saturday night saw a BBQ
dinner at the club which was
well attended, with most peo-

ple sneaking off home looking
for warmth about 730pm.

A similar wet and quiet day
met the competitors on the
Sunday morning, with another
three races being held. Sarah
Paterson again dominated the
day's sailing, winning all three
races, but it was Taylor
Neighbour whose consistent
sailing over the weekend that
allowed her to win the Radial
title from Sarah, with Mitchell
Lowe third. Andrew Darcey
managed to snare two more
race victories to take out the
Full Rig division, followed by
Todd Hughes and Sean
Homan pulling out two 2nd
places on the final day to fin-
ish third overall. Emily Perkes
won every race of the 4.7
division in her first Laser Re-
gatta to win from Steve
Sampson, with Emily showing
great potential for the future.

While overall numbers at the
regatta were low, SALA was
encouraged by the make  -up of
the Radial fleet, where four
out of the six were females
(as well as Emily in the 4.7
fleet) and four juniors com-
peting for the weekend as
well. This is the biggest fe-
male and junior participation
SALA has seen in a long time
and is encouraging for the

SALA Training 0 August 2009

Saturday 29th August 2009
saw a successful training day
held at Adelaide Sailing Club.

Six SALA members arrived in
grey and wet skies, but man-
aged to find a great window
of good weather to go out on

the water. The
was focused on boat -
Training Day & August 2009 handling, with participants

performing a number of drills
designed to improve their
ability to efficiently turn their
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boats around corners.

Andrew Darcey was the
coach for the day, providing
a number of tips and tricks
on the water, and then video
analysis of the session after-
wards.

dayds session
SALA is planning a number of
training events leading up to
this yearos
aimed at boosting participa-
tion and the standard of the
SA Laser Fleet.

- A Whale of a time!!

future growth of the class.
Anyone interested in joining
these youth sailors in Lasers
should contact
salaser@adam.com.au for
more information about their
4.7 Rig Hire Scheme which
makes getting into the class a
lot more accessible.

On another note, those famil-
iar with SA Laser's Frostbite
Regattas being held at Goolwa
Regatta Yacht Club for the
past 27 years should take
note of the photo below.

to shift this

The decision
year's event was vindicated
when a trip to Goolwa on the

way home provided these
images, with minimal accessi-

ble water being available, and

no water in the marina. This
was a sad sight and we can
only hope that governments
and mother nature can com-
bine to restore this area back

to what is was only a few
years back, when Laser racing

in the area provided a spec-
tacular sight and only a "choc -
top" at worst.

Upcoming Training Event:
Date: Sat September 19 ™
Venue: Largs Bay Sailing Club
Program:

0930 Rig Up/Briefing

1030 On-Water
1230 Lunch/Review
1400 LBSC Winter Racing

Coach and Cost TBA at this stage,

Nat i obit ahé sorniagnsessiora Willsbe

focussing on starting techniques
and boat speed. This will be con-
solidated by short -course racing in
the afternoon


mailto:salaser@adam.com.au
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Sarah Paterson 0 Laser Radial Worlds, Karatsu, Japan 2009

Arriving in Karatsu on the 19
of July it was very hot and
humid but | got used to the
humidity as | already had
been in Kyoto and Tokyo for 4
days sight seeing. | had a
total of 5 training days prior
to the worlds. We had com-
pletely different conditions
training than we had during
the championships. Most days
were quite light and the sea
breezes were a nice 8
knots.

A wet day standing in the boat park
rigging up

The first day of racing in the
worlds were similar conditions
light sea breezes but for the
next 5 days it was big swells
and windy which was very
unexpected. Almost similar to

" a strong sea breeze here at

ASC. We sailed in a bay
where there were a few scat-
tered islands (see picture)
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The view from the Castle of Castle Bay
we raced just past the first island on the
left it took about 40 minutes to sail out
to the start on a reach in at least 15

knots.

It was a very physical regatta
and challenging conditions,
sailing in the worlds has defi-
nitely improved my skills and

| have learnt so much in the 2
weeks. It was a fantastic ex-
perience, sailing in another
country and experiencing their
culture and lifestyle which is
very different to Australia. The
people were very kind, helpful
and interested taking photos

of everyone everyday Tl
dondt think s 0 me

SA Laser Sailing Calendar for Season 2009

October 2009
10th
31st

November 2009
14th
28th -29th

December 2009
12th
27th

January 2010
6th

February 2010
6th - 7th

March 2010
6th -9th
20th

westernerds in r

Some Australian Girls with the Japanese
children who performed at the opening
and closing ceremony, they were excited

to have a photo with us.

Thank you to the SA Laser
Association and the Adelaide
Sailing Club for their support.

Karatsu Castle looked over the bay
had rnseemn bayo

-2010

Adelaide Off -The-Beach Clubs Opening Days

SA Laser Metropolitan Titles Round 1

SA Laser Metropolitan Titles Round
SA Laser 2009 -2010 State Titles

Laser Fleet Racing - Sail Adelaide

Laser National Championships

OAMPS Australian Youth Championships

OAMPS SA Youth Regatta

Adelaide International Regatta
SA Laser Metropolitan Titles Round 3

- Largs Bay SC

2 - Henley SC

- Adelaide SC

- Largs Bay SC

- Adelaide SC

- Largs Bay SC

- Adelaide Sailing Club

- Laser Fleet Racing

- Victor Harbour YC
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Sarah in action at Radial Worlds
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SALA Racing Action
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